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Dear Parents and Carers,

As the end of this half term is upon us, I just want to say again a huge thank you and
well done to the St Alban & St Stephen Catholic Primary School community. I spent
time this week going onto lessons in each year group to see the children and the
innovative ways in which teachers are teaching. I continue to be amazed at what the
teachers are doing and am very grateful to them all for their hard work.

The children are producing some fantastic work which I am really enjoying looking at.
This is a testament to their hard work but also, I know, to the work that you are putting
in behind the scenes as well. Thank you all.

It has been wonderful to see all the activities that have been happening during Feeling
Good Week and our Topic Day. We hope that this changed the dynamics a little, and
that the children enjoyed the various tasks that centred on their well-being.

You must also prioritise your well-being during this time. Many of us are experiencing
difficult feelings and emotions about the current situation. There are many online sites
that are there to support children and adults, with many giving tips on staying mentally
healthy. These tips may work for different people at different times. But, try not to put
too much pressure on yourself if anything doesn't feel possible right now.

[ remain hopeful that the 8th March will be the date for a full re-opening, but I have no
more news than anyone else at the moment. As soon as there are any announcements,
we will begin our plan for a return to school and I will, of course, keep you updated.

In the meantime, I hope that the February half term is a restful and happy family time
for you and send you all my very best wishes.

Take care and stay safe.

Mrs Moore







This week, Cardinal Vincent has sent a pastoral letter encouraging us to mark

Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent in our own homes.
The following is an edited version.




Feel Good Week and Safer Internet Day

The children have had such a fantastic week of learning and creativity. We have continued focus-
ing on our mental health with ‘Feel Good Week’. We were getting ourselves fit in body and mind.

Mrs Bowen even roped in the teachers for a fitness class after school!

On Tuesday, we also learnt about the importance of Internet Safety and the children did some
great work on this. They also watched some very informative videos and many joined the BBC live

lesson.




Nursery and Reception
Around the World & Once Upon a Time

In Nursery, we have been travelling around the world! We have been to London, Paris, Venice, New
York and Beijing. For the themed day, we dressed up as the colours of the world and the colours of
different flags. From Chile to Canada, and Somalia to Hawaii, we really have flags from all over the
world. We even learnt a new song in Spanish with Mrs Flatt 'Hace Frio' - very suitable for the current
weather! Also, we learnt how to say hello in different languages as well as decorating our own flags

for our parade!

Today in Reception, our themed day was 'Fairy Tales'. The children dressed up as their favourite
characters from their favourite fairy tales. This half term, we have explored lots of stories, sang and
danced along to music, created fascinating reviews and wanted posters, and made our own unique story|
based arts and crafts. Today, they had the chance to explore their favourite fairy tale even further by|
drawing pictures, re-enacting their favourite parts and baking something related to the story! The

children had lots of fun!




Year 1 and 2

Polar Expedition & Superheroes

In Year 1, we have been on a Polar expedition! We dressed up in our warmest clothes and have
had lots of fun making camps to shelter in and hot food and drinks to keep us warm in the minus

40 degree temperatures! In school, the children even gathered round a campfire to keep warm.

Year 2 have been busy being superheroes for the day. They created their own masks, baked some

superheroes biscuits and made their own super hero transport!
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Year 3 & 4

The Ancient Egyptians & Crime and Punishment

Year 3 have been learning all about life in Ancient Egypt. They have created some fantastic artwork and had
great fun designing their own jewellery and costumes. In Year 4, their topic was 'Crime and Punishment'. The
children have been learning about crime and punishment throughout their History lessons this term. They
had plenty of activities to choose from including fingerprint analysis, creating wanted posters, creating
advertisements for a new type of punishment, and solving mysteries! Year 4 really enjoyed the day and

produced some brilliant work. They even captured some suspicious criminals!
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Year 5 & 6

Space & The Mayan Civilisation

Today, Year 5 experienced an exciting Space Day where they became promoters of space
travel, space chefs, gravity-defying scientists, astronauts documenting the alien they had
discovered on a faraway planet, and artists expressing their own interpretation of Space.
We also solved mathematical space puzzles and created quizzes showing how much we

have learned this half term. Some of us even created our own space projects!

Year 6 have been learning about
Mayans this half term - they have
had a great Mayan day exploring the
culture and civilisation they left
behind. Some of their tasks included
attempting Mayan & Mesoamerican
art styles, and building temples using
a range of materials- we had
Minecraft Mayan temples and
cross-stitch pattern temples amongst

what was submitted. They also made

traditional hot chocolate using chilli.

Reactions were...mixed!




